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e Bfe af the Twoplas Vilagoes
Muttle Degping
l;‘.lb ¢ wis uo unlmportant event ; but
Y lghnl;lmuh of ;ln.:t Drecping, Mut-
i {peesibly @ corfupting of

- kl‘l’ﬁ’f:‘mpluci nnd IR Theabiing
were stirred to the very depthi of thelr
Rlig “when the news cnme that 1t had

the were letting of

e |

W to 0 German 'rlgesss, The
woulen Wt oy rore, neelied ber com-
g™ With the Mvelliet lutereet nhd
mirloslty, snotions dashed goteway

thelr flue  helehe o hetn  they
lenrned that FPrincess Blloabeth  of
CoamelXagsun win only thirteen years

and seven wonths old

The Twins did vpot shore the e solted
curiosity of thelr neighbure. They re
ponted the (oot thy the renant of

AMuttle Deepling Grouge woe u Ged
Princess, Etebus vad wor
than the Terror: and It 1= w e gus
pected that the Llgh pateiofie =pirit

s displaged 1o the watter swas in
pome  dlegree awlng 1o fhe {act that
Mry, Blenkineap, the ohlef goseip of

the nelghborhosd, who came oue after
poon to ten gashing Informetinon about
theé grandfathers. praodmottiors, un-
cles. cousins. aud opnts of the I'rin
oo, onded by saving, with wmweanine,
“What o model she will be to the Nitle
glrle of the nelghbiorlisod 1™

The spirit of Erebus wans hish, not
by auy weans obe o brook  the
thonglit of n model nearly two montlis
Younger than hovself, Sha did n ot
hide from the Terror Ler dask coavin
tion that the comine of the I'r
wis but a phase of the Germen o
plon which wes preosently to swoep

EIWI ] Trom seq to ¢

i owith Are ani)
By "

Whon progently the =i @ RIS 4
e Grange, the vely oy of hop
nelshbors was gro ol it an e
perfect vigsion of het ot TR T TR
they haad ecxpeotsd, stlond n f
'I”'"" L il“'.‘- hes, for sbe had heonsbn
with her het own Latherann postor
They only saw hor un her aftern on
deives, a =tilf little  theave, Rickly

velled agnlnst the sun, sitilwe bt up
right' lun the victorin beside the erim

son  bonroness icrlison In foee: phe
wore black) In whese charge she bad
come 10 Englind

They lind learnad preseatly that the
Princess hind come 1o Muttls Dooplas
for her hendth: et sho wos dolloote,
and her doctors foared lest alie shonld
develop comsmiuption: they hoped thut
a summer nod antmon In the exoollent
Degplug alr would strongthen  het
The nesws nbated o 1iele the cold hos
tillty of Frebus

But the fuet that rhe was ope of the
peonie which was galug to wworp B
Tand with fire aod gword sweos not with
oul Ite inflnence on the T ne resolve
o rakl the famous peach-ganden
Muttle Poeplog Grunge. Thelr wiother
was ont of sorts: aud Dr. Arbathnot
; d ordered higr io eat plonty of ruli
;:It‘.'lw'l wore the best froit In season;
and (he peachos in the Grunge garden
were anld to be finer theu any peaches
grown o a hothouse, The Twins had
never been able to belleve that  the
lnwn of Mewm apd Twion spplied to
e,

It was in the afterooon, a sweltor
g afterncon. after the doctar's visit
and the Twins were shout to sot forth
on thelr bleyeles, without apy pgonl In
mind, when o suddon gleam cnme [nto
the deep blue eyes of the Terrur, und
he sald:

*I've got ap ld.a"

An suswerlpg Uight gleamed In the
bwn eyes of Erabis: nnd ehe erled
Joytully : “Thank gsoduocg! 1 wan e
gluning to think that u (Sio was ever

nmﬁ.m oear o s agaln! Tt must
be t hot weather.”
“Those Germnns, sald the Terror

slowly, “Why shouldn't we
rald on the Grange peschosy”

“Rather!" erted Erebus: und ler
plauant face way oll alight with stle
ring spivit. Then after n pagse ahe
Hdded reloctantly, “Dut Ir the Pria
oo Is an Invalld, pechops shie wauts
them herselr™

mnke n

“She cnn't want all of them,  Why,
we couldw’'t. There ave hundreds”
gald the Tersor. “And thoyv're the
veyy thing Ffur Muaw. Pluno arve all

very woll: but coe gets tirsd of then.”

“Hut bhow ore we golng t get jaty
the gaden® The docr (o the wall ouly
opens  onp  the inxlde™ wald
thoughtially

PR o eald the Terror. “Hurrs
fip Al get some lpaves b put hoelwoen
the peches,  Miva will Hke them bat
ter seith the bloot on, thowgl it really
oewm't make any diYerence to
toste"

Erctins ran luto the Eitehen gorden ;
ol when shie  comwe ok, she
vele

the backbone of his bl Bhe put

the leares Into ey bleyele-bashet ol

they rode alowly to Muitle Deepling
The Tiwlus knew the country
thoronahly : and they

Crnie

fringe of treos which runs
the walledd gorden beliiod the

Bat fringe of trees was Indesd yeo-
ol stanidinge on o0 low brapeh of one
_uf fhent. the Terrar radadd by Bead

enutiously above the wall and surveysd
the morden. A doncing  shimmer of
ﬁ'm rose fhove (e fralt trees, tralped
W,
# curlons snorinz  sonnd  which dis
avleted Dl Hetle, glnce be aneribed it
fo some distant plyg
¢ stepped on oo Idgher Lengeh.
lefis od aver the woll ond surverved the
'mdnm burden of the tree below Wim
e choge his peach, the ripest be cauld
. Blipped Wis net uoder f1 dleknd it
Jirted the peach o It over the wall
fowered It down to Erehps,
gar ‘us not wy emply o the
Terror eved, On m gurdsu clpir o
Il lawn bo the widille of it wt
Princess B thy, Bidden from
g e thlok ‘wall of a iraiped
i Mo chalr Wi hee
or ratber sprawled, ber guaiZlun,

I N
resentiul

Erehus

fomul
thie Torrar tying o )l Dinding-net 1o

rognag
Rk ]
alonge the pereon of the hatne woosd to
Hlongz
Grange.

ICowis ctopty and silent save for

the Buroness Frederles Von Aschere "
leben,  The Baroners nilded nathing to
the oldworld clmrin of the gnrden
[Ter eves were shot, her mouth was
opea, ber fare was  eel  polofolly
criscy : amd from her shorf, but ex

tredgely tip-tiledd nose, conie the sound
of mooring which ihe Terror had
aeerlbedl to same dgtant vl‘

The Primcvss wan  warmly, very
wiriuly, dreseed for the sweltering
pfteepoon @ wad lHttle beads of sweat

rtuol] o o brow Tl story book she

bud  Dbow trying to fead, lay face
dovowas] I her lap: und she wos
snslne reund the shihmering garden
with » look of Intalevalde discomfurt

aud barcdows on her profty pale face.

Th=n o wuving object come Inty the
tatige of ber vielon, Judt beyond the
end of the wall of petir-t2ee. n moving

chjert agulest the ganden wall. Rhe
comild not see what It was; but It
il 1o ber that o peach rose aod
viinlshed over the top of the wall,
Thin curions Behavior of n pwaclh &0
o e enshority that, In spite of
the beat, shie rose niul wilked guletly
to thie etd of the wall of penrdree. AW
gl catne beraud It she foumd, Jeaniog
over the wall o falr-balrod boy

He wus Lringitg the net over tha
will agnio: but at the sight of her he
vilpped It back agnia: and  they

fasod ot ope aucther ln an égual sure
b (2 U

Siurprlsa dld not reb the Teorror of
hig pollfvness; he smlicd ninlably nnd
alit In Wiy wost ngrecalile tone, “How
oy do¥

o i wot know  how wuch the
Prineegs hod peon: and e was not

he to tonke sdudsslon of gullt by o
and perhaps needless, fight

do you do¥ snid the Princess
pshtily, hesltnting. *“What
up thered"
ot the goarden,” Bnid the
My, but not gulte pcen-
for he was looking much more
Prineess,

'y 1wkl
Tersor (rutht
re el
at the

She gased af dm, bher brow knftted
In w  Nttle  perplexal  frownd. She
thouzlt 1hat he had been tnking the
perches, bhut she was ot sure ; and his
porene, gulleless faee, and Hmpid Bloe
eses gnve the suspleloy (e He

Flo gaged at hor withh srowing iters
st and spprovid @ as mwach approvil as
oud  could glive o o girh The I'rin
coss  Flignbeth  bhad  bLeasutifal  groy
eves; and thoogh her pale chedks were
n little hollow, aud the Tine from the
elel-bone o the cutner of the chin

whs wo strnlehl that it made her Coere
alimost trinngular. It was o pretly face
e oked fragile s and he felt sorey
or lier

“I'i! gunden's very hot,” he sald
fts like holding one's face over an
GUvoen

“Oil, It " said the Priocess with
lmpatient wedriness

“Tet there's gquite o decent  Hitle
lireeze Blowing over the top of the

will,” sold the Torror.

T Princess sighed ; and they gazed
at ope uncther with curlous eyes

“I tel) you whit: come out into the
woid, 1 know an awially cool place.
You'd fiod it very refreshing.” snld the
Terrur.

The [Minvess looked boack
lutely ot thee sleeping Baropess,
sighit of her eoritnson foce walde
ganden feel hitter than ever,

“Do comie, My slster's here: and It
will be very Jolly In the wood—the
three of us” safd the Terror n Lls
most persuisive tone.

The Princess besftated, and  agoin
she looked bock at the sleeping, but
vubeautiful, Baroness: then phe sald
with o truly German fronkpess

“Are You well-bary ¥

The Terror Iu hils torn smniled a 1t
tle houghtily: and be sald  slowly,
“Well, from what Mres, Bleaklnsop
suld. the Dangerfields wore barsns in
the Weald bufore there were auy Ho-
Louzollorng. And they dld very well
at Crecy and  Aglocourt, too” he
ndded pensively.

Fhe Princess geemsd reassared @ she
caet back oune weive ook at the sleep-
Ing Buaroneds, then walked to the door
In the gasdan wall., When she came
thrangh 1t she found the Twins Wheel-
Iug thele Meseles toward . The Ter:
ror non very dimited fashion Intros
tarcd Erebus to her ns Violet Anpas-
tasin Pangerfield ond himself os Hya
cluth Walfraug Dangeriield. He goave
thetr full and so Tule used powmes
Lt e TOTE tRDC Iy the enee of 8
princees etiquette demuatded 1t "Then
ey moved alonz the feinge of troos
aud ruened Intg fhe wood, Phe Twing
shirtaned thote strides (9 wult the pace
af the Prinoese scldel wits uncommmonly

Irreso
The
the

HLM

wlin Bhe Eept looking from one to
the other with curlgus, ruther timid,
leassd evis

When she told thom that she bhad

not Lo I the bowme wood befure, the

I'errore crled lo surpeise, “But 18 the
Joeltlest part of the whole pstate ™

“Hut T nlwoays stay o the gordens
The Barotess Van Ascherslelon ean-
not walk fur: nwld she does oot ke
toe o b ont of sight of her”

"You wust get awfully slack."” suld
Frebns

Ninek Y
Prineess,

“Nhe meann wiegk—npot shle to run
fust or far.” eald the Terror.

“Hut 1 pever radl It 1§ not digol-
fied, “The Baronoss would be shovked,”
wnid the Princess.

“No wopder you're delleate” sald
Ergbus, politely trying to keep a touch
of contespt put of her tone, nnd fal)-
Ing.

“Oue cannot bhelp  being  delleate,”
sl the Princess,

What s slack? mid the

1 don't know.” sald the ‘Terror,
l.lnuhﬂl;llll_‘r’. iy ’l‘;gl‘l? In |l|; open alr
A lot pnd Mo W Ly dun't feep
dtllﬂl;nm ﬂnllﬂ‘ tu be delleats ;

(H i
"'kuu I wi ¥ puld the Prin.
G, . e e --__. 2 e

| :

"He's a Telend of ours—not se old
ng we nre—quite o Nt boy" sald
Erebus In o peteonizing tone  which
Wiggine, hod he been present, wonld
honve roseuted with extreme biiterness
“Hesides, e, Arbutbuot =ald that If
yull were always fu the open nlr, play-
Ing with clulldren of your own uge,
you'd soon get strong.”

From a drssing iy Maginel Weight Snrigha

“We ghould llke to, But we'd better
moet you at the odge of the woul—
Just about the sawe time. The Keepers
arew’'t about muel then—especinlly if
i's  hot. Tom Cobb suys they're
asleep”

“Yer: I'Nl come then.
unsleap, too, sald

Tlhwe Baroness

Is the  Priocess

vngerly.

woed  woulil be ton henvy n fnx on
thelr hollday, On the eve of thely de-
parture they hoad Just promised the
Privncess that they would come to see
ber overy thicd aftevooon, when the
Terrur was greatly inspired,

“Look herv: Why shouldo't. yon
oo with us  nto camp™ Le sald
ecagerly.

(A G, - ] A& R T

" WHAT A MODEL BHE WILL BY FOR THE OTHER LITTLE GIRLS OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD "

“That's what I've come to England
for,” sald the Priccess,

“1 don’t think you'll get very strong
in that peach-garden, It didn't feel to
me like the open-air at all” sald the
Terror,

They were nut on one of the maln
paths of the wood (the waln paths of
woods were not  uffected by the
Twius), nud the narrow path they
wWere on cae to an abrupt end at the
foot of a steep and pnthless hauk, ‘The

Twins started up It as If It were
noeithier hore nor there to them ; ne In-
deed] It was not,

But the Urincess stonped short and
said In o tope of dlsmsy: “Am 1 to
el this¥"

The Terror stopped. looked at her
dismayed face, met his blevele against
tho trunk of a tree, and sald, “1°ll help
you up.”

With that, dismissing etlguette from
his mind, he slipped bis grm round the

slender wanlst of the Princess aml
Hrmly lnuled her to the top of the
hank. He relleved her of most of the
effort pesdd to wount 1t but none

the less she reached the top puntiog a
Httle,

“You certalnly aren’t ln very good
tralning.” he sald rather sadly.

A falnt Hush of wortiteation man-
thed the pale chieeks of the Princess:
nod the falutly contenptuous compns-
#lon In the eyed of Erebus deepened it

“I could get quite sirong, if 1
wanted,” she snld with some heat.

“Then 1 should. 1t's much nlcer to
be strong” sald Erebus in a tone of
finality.

he Terror went down the bouk and
hauled up his bleyele, They went o
little desper into the wood nnd reachod
thelr goal, the bauks of o swall pool.
They sot down In a row: aopd the
I'rincoss looked at its cool water, In
the cool green shade of the tall trees,
with refreshed eves.

“This ix diferent,” she sald,

*Yen, this Is the real open air,” sald
the Terror

“Hut 1 do geot lots of open alr,” pro-
tested  the Princess, “Why 1 slesp
with my window open—at least that
moeh,” Bhe held out her two fore
fAogers sume six inches apart, *“The
Ituroness did not like it. But Dr, Ar-
buthnot ingisted, I think I gleop better.”

“We huve our bhedrosts windows as
wide opgn a8 they'll go and then
thisy're not wide enough,” sald Ercbus
i o tony of superiority,

*“1 think If you took off your hat
nnd Jucker, you'd be cooler still,” sald
the Terror rather gulokly,

The P'rincess tovk off her bhot and
Jncket and breathed another soft aigh
of pleasare, Bhe had quite lost her
e ol discomfort and boredom.

The time slipped away; and there came
the sound of a distant voice erying out,

It fivst caught the keen car of the
Tevror; widd he sald, *“They've missed
yon. 1 suppose you'll have to be get-
ting back™

The Prinoess rose quickly with a
Inok of dismay, und sald, “Oh, dear!
How amnored the Barooess will be!*

“You take too much totles of that
Rarones,” sald Erchus, “I don't see
what tse It Is being a Irincess, lrdrou
do Just what baronesses tell you'

“I don't think I should tell her that
vou've with us. She mightn't
think we were good for you Some
people round bere doa't meem to under-
stand ug" sald the Terror snavely.

The P'rincess looked from one to the
other, Hesltating with puckered braw,
and then, with n touch of in
her tong, she wiid, “Arg you—are yon
ciulng jmrruw 44

lnoked at one another
then the appea face
BEERH LAl the (]
sald polftely: .

The call came again from the wood
below, louder,

“Oh, It Isa't the Baroness. It's Miss
Lambert,” suld the I'rincess in o tone
of rellef.

“You wke too much notice of that
Barvoness,” sald 1lrebus agaln firmly.
“"Who Is Miaa Lambert?"

“She's my Euglish lady-in-waltlog.
I always have one when I'm In Eng-
lund, of course. 1 llke her. She tries
to amusse me, DBut the Baroness
doesn't like her” sald the Printess;
and she slighe!

“Sbe wouldn't,” sald Erebus dackly,
for ulready she had bher susplclons of
the Baropness,

“Come along: U'll help you down the
bank and take you to the edge of the
wood," said the ‘Terror,

He half earried her down the steep
bank, adjuring her to confine herself
to the simple, If locowmplete, statement
that she had been walking In the
wood. HIis last words to her were:

“Don't you stnnd g0 wuch nonsense
from that Buaroness™

The Princess joined Miss Lambert
and she dld conflue herself to the
statement that she had been walking
in the wood. The Terror returned to
Erebus and found her stretched at her
ease, enting a pesch.

“I should have liked one a good denl
sooner,” he sald as he took oune from
the basket. “But [ dido’t like to say
anything sbout them. She mightn't
have understool'

The seed sown, in the mind of the
Prineesa forthwith bore froit. That
very nlght when she wassupplng, with
the Baroness and Miss Lambert in
attendance, ahe sald that she wanted
some one to play with., Miss Lambert
with thoughtiess quickoess sald that It
was an excellent idea. But the Baron-
vas  nnnoyed by the soggestiom, and
further annoyed that Miss Lambert
bad welcomed It, protested yvehmnont-
Iy where were the well-born ones In

the D.eplngs fitted to be the piny-
mates of a Princess of Cuassol-Nas-
san?

Dy, Arbuthnot was consulted: and
he wald at once that foom the point of
view of well-bornness, the Twing were
undoubtedly the right chlldren of the
nelghborhood 1o play with the Prin-
oins (M alwayssthey could be induced
to play with n Uttle girl), but be
doubied the wisdem of esposing an
lmpressionuble Princess to the Influ-
ence of such free and ardent spicits
The Baroness had noe doubt at all
shout the vowfisdom of dolog so. In
the end Wigelng was sdl for the
honorable post,

“Ihey'd never let me—never ™ erled
the IPrincess,

“Rat you'd never ask them,” sald
the Terror. “You'd just sllp awny and
come with us. We've Rept our know-
ing you s0 dark that they'd never
dream you were with us In the Knoll
cives,"

I'ie I'rinceds was chiarmed, evin dig-
zled, by the glorlous prospect. Al
ready she lind come to feel that she
only really lived when she wns with
the Twins: whole days with then
would be beyomd the delight of dreams.
But to her unadventured soul the dif-
feultios seetnd beyond sl surmoennd-
g, The Twing bowever were used to
surmonnting AUbcalties; and ot onge
they began surmwounting these.

“The dificolt thing Is not to get you
there, but to keep you there,” =ald the
Terror thonghtfully. “You see, 1've
got to go down there every day for
milk and things aud they're sure to
ngk me I Uve seen ansthing of you,
Of coursge I cun't lle about It; and
they'll not only take you away, but
they'll probably turn us out of the
caves,"”

“That’s the drawback,” sald Erebus.

A deep frown furrowed the Terror's
braew; and he sald; “If only you
wervn't o princess, they wouldn't make
half such o fuss huoting for you; and
I might never be asked anything about
you."

“1 shall come to the camp lncognito
of tourse.” sald the Prinvegs.

The Terror looked puzzled for o mo-
ment ; then his face cleared Into a glo-
rious smile; and he erled: “By Jove!
Of course vou would ! 1 never thought
of that! Why you'd be somebody else
and not the Prineess at all] We
ghonlda’t know where the Princess was
If we were nsked"

“1 generally travel as the Baroness
von Zwettel,” gald the Princess.

“Yeos: 1 suppuse you would have to
have a title—but not that oné. | think
un English one would be best: Lady
Rowlngton now--uno one will psk us 4t
we Lknow Lady Rowington, because
they won't lopow there 18 any Lady
Jowington.”

They were qulck declding that the
Princess should not jJolo them til the
second night of thelr stay u eamp, to
give them thme to hmve everything: In
order. Then they discussed her needs,
she could pot briog awey with her any
elothes. Bhe must ghare the wandrobe of
Ercbus, But the Princess interposed: why
ghould they unt buy her things? She had
plenty of money, She drow from her pockst
o Nitle chalo purse with five sover-
wilgns in It

The Terror

looked relleved: “We

In the matter:of play the Princess sghould have had to buy you a bathing

now led a double life, “She spent th
enrly part of the afternoon with the
Twins and with peaches tn the woods,

€ gress nnyhow"

e wild, “Thore's
pool just under the Knoll"
They declded to boy her outfit next

and from tos to supper she playadirmorning, md tronsport It to the camp

with Wigglos, themyahe was
beginuing to saoquire muscle; and her
cheaks wero: gﬂwln: less udle. Bat
she was pot/ loalog her delieagy at a
Sxtgmt Terror, a8 hoiwan 6 more

error, rwas more
piit about by’it because ho url'?‘lﬁmbnu
were aboat to far their annual
change of air and she wonld nojlonger
be under histinyigoratiog care.

The Twins took thekr changejof alr Yin

gt but a slwort . from ' home,
since o visit to the sen was beyond the
wlender means of M. Daogerfledd. To
miks up to them for this depcivation,
they wera allowed to encamp for ten
days, if thoe weather were fine, In the
warm sandstone caves of Deeplng
Knoll, which rises in the middie of

Litthe Deeplng wood, the property of'
thelr friend . Anstruther, the
Squire of Little Kind-hearted |

a8 the Twins

felt that to
every Lowe

W the

T

with thelr own. The guestion of Wig-

ing, who had alwuys heen a froquent
iisllm‘ to the eamp, occupled them but
& little while. He could be safely ad:
ryitted to the mocret.!

‘The next morning the Twins bought
tlb_ Princess’s eamping outfit at Row-
ingdon, In the afternoon they con-
veyml clothes, blankots, and provislons
to Deeping Kooll. It was wonk
l:imi: l‘?:wrlns wenther, for the

pat the wood was parrow
and steep. It wns the fOrgt year that
they © to take with them na
many bla s Mra, Da eld

thought nesdrnl, That nlﬁh[, they
gupped and alept at the Knoll

it I hardly too much to say that she
had come to sdore the Terror. Hven
at r most violent and ‘theilling
L care far M’m’r e

He rubbed the nche out of
he plastered hor woratebe
o It thit who capue out OF the
L gh .
" us AERS

o - LN
[l L

T

poul the moment #hiv looked chill, e
pleked out for her the tidbita at thelr
menly. e even bruvhod out bier hinly,
for the thlck golden mnws wos guite
bevond the mansgeanent of the Prin
vess, and Evebuys tirmly refnsed to pluy
Ind¥ wmatd,  Bloce the Terrof wie one
of those wlho enjoy dofme those things
wihlch they are called upan to o, Le

presently forgot the ummnniiness of
the oerupetion. ond began to Lake
plensure in  bandilng the  allken
strands,

It was on the fifth day aftor a bath,
when Iie wos broshivg out ber hale In
the s on the top of the Kuol' that
be recovived the severe shook. Hetven

Koows that the Princess was not a
deiponustentive ellld: Iode«, slie¢ had
never vl the chapee, Bot e hnd

Just Unlslind DIs task aod was survey-
Ing the shinlng resolt with satisfac.
tlon. when of n sudden, without any
warulpe, €he threw ber arma round
hiz neck nnd Kissed bilm.

“Oh, you are nlee!™ sho sald.

Tae Terror's Ineflable serenily won
for omee septtered to the windse, [He
fluabed and greed round the wonde
with lhoreorstricken eyes: If anyone
should hve sceen It!

The Princess warked bls trouble, ond
suld U o toue of distress, “Don't you
Hke we to kiss you¥”

The Terror swallowed the lump of
hotror 1o his thront, and sald falotly
bt goallantly: “Yes—Ob, rother,”

“Then kilss me" sald the Princess
slmply, muggling closer to him,

The desplring eves of the Tervor
gwept the woods; then be klssed her
gingerly.

1 g fond of you, yon know." sald
the P'rincess In a fronkly proprictary
tone.

The Terror's seatterad wits at last

worked. lie rose to his feet and suid
quickly: "Yes. lel's be getting to
the others."

The 'rincess rote obediontly.

it the lee wos broken: and the

kissos of the Princess If not Crequent,
wore at any rate not rare. The Ter-

ror ot desr endored them: then be
come rather to ke them, But he
sirictly  enjolbed discretlon on  her.
Diseretion and kisses, however, have

no natural afMinaity ; and without their
knowing It, Wigging became awiare of
the practiee,

The confldence between the Twina
hatd nlways been so full that be was
not aware that by was letting a eat
out of a1 bag when he sald to Erebus:

“1osupipose the Terror's In love with
the I'rincess, kissing her like that, [
thinke It's awfully silly.” And he
spurned the earth.

Erobus's dark face was all one dusky
fTush, ns, somewhnt brepthlessly, she
drew from Wigging his 1dglle stoey,
Then she rose and with clenched fsts
and blazing eves, sounght the Princess,

8he found her lIyving back drawslly
agningt n bank, and fortbhwith eried
flervely ¢

“Princess or no Princess, youn shan't
kisa bim!"™

The drowsiness fled; und the Prin
cess sat up, Her gray eyves dorkened
and sparkled. She bad gever wade a
face In her life; It I8 quite probable
that she was lgnorant that faces werh
made ; but guite naturally ahe made a
hideons face af Erebus, apd sald: *1
shall " '

“If you do, I'l mmack you!" erled
Erobus ; aud she ground her teeth.

“He won't let you; and If yon do,
'l smick you—mueh harder,” auid
the Princess confidently,

Had the Princess been standiug up,
Erebus would have smocked her then
and there: but the Princess was st
ting safely down. Erebus growled In
her throat, turned on ber bheel, nnd
dashed nway in seach of the Terror.
Bhe come upon him dragging a fallen
bongh up to the Knoll for firewosod.

*T know nll sbout your kissing the
Princesa! T nover heard of soch silly
babylshness!” she oried In a tone of
the flercest contempt.

The shame-faced Terror
then he turied braxen:

“You mind your own business!" he
sald firmly. *“It Isn't bobylsh ot all!
8Bhe's asked me to marry her; and I'm
going to—so there!”

In the face of this situation Erebus
found herself utterly helpleda; sbe
wring her hands ond tarped sharply
usldo lnto the wood.

Then folldwed n perlod of stralo,
Erebus assumed an attitude of haughty
cotitempt townrd the crrant pulr, She
devoted herself to Wigelns, and let
them eoldly alone. It is to be feared
that the kisses, haviug been forbldden,
becnme sweeter nod more frequent.

It wus at this Juncture thot Bir
Maurice Fnleoner, the undle of the
Twing, came lnto the afalr, He bad
from the very beginnlog taken o difs
ferent view of (he dlsapprarance of
the P'riveess from that of the rest of
the world. It was his hablt to aseribe
any uncommon event which oocorred
in the Deepings to his neplew  and
nlece. When then he first read in hig
Morning Post of that disappearance,
he sald quletly to himseif: “The
Twins again!” FHe was confirmed in
hig apinion by the sight of n reprodie
“ot“ or‘ tlho hotl':allat Manifesto In an
enterpris n ny paper.

Iln{) lenssmurt‘;nwm uot a8 man to
Interfere Llghtly, and he was busy
enough  with many lunches, race
weetings, dinners, dances, and suppers
to postpone hig lnteﬂeﬁtlali til the
Kixth day, when every Boclillst Orgin-
lzatlon from 8an Frauclseo to Jupan
wak loudly disavowlng any eompliclty
with the erime, and the diplomntists
and newspupers of Germuny nund Kog-
Innd were snnrling at one another in o
fushlon which for war. He felt
that the time had come to ease the In-
ternational sttuafion,

blughed ;

With thnt end In view, he went down
fo Little | and Mmled from
Mre. Na thint ? s wore
calplug ouk null&lr Eﬁi « Then,

' AT oih &

o

doulisrul of the welght of his personnl
ruthorlty with twins and princessos,
Le betook hmeself to the Ofinge, aod
anked (o seo Miss Priscilin Lambert
with whom he wus acquainted.

She cnme to him  looking anxious
and  distresped ;s and when he had
shaken honde with her, he sald with-
out more ado:

“I have np strong hellef that 1 can
tnke you to your missing charge—but
Ws only o bellef, wind; s don't be
too hopeful.™

Mion Lambert’s pretty face fluahed
wiltla hope: “Ob, if you could!" she
vrled.

“Put on o bot, nnd n strong palr of
ghoos, ond come nlong,” sald Bir Maw-
rice choerfully.

Ehe wan nat long In getting ready ;
unid they set out weroes the park., Sir ‘
Mauwrice hag no Intention of approach-
ing the Kuoll by the path,. He knew
the Twins to be far too ¢cupable not to !
e keeplog a wateh on {t, if they were
fadesd hiding the Princess. Fle made
n detonr apd eame up to the Knoll
through the woode on ite farthiér side.
After so many hours of the pinints of
the orimson Baroness, the stout Prince
nnd stouter Chancellor of Cassel-Nus-
sav, HMiss Lambert found the walk
through the qulet woods with the
lght-henrted Si¢ Maorlee refreshing
indeed.

But as they came up to the Knoll
itself, they husbed thelr volees and
came vory quletly, Thelr caution wae
revwaetewd, They had stolen to within
ulrty voards of one of 1tg lower caves
when Bir Maurlee ‘stopped. beckoned
Miss Lambert forwavd, and drawing
aslde a4 sereening  branch, displayed
the missing Priocest

It was an lAyllie sooue. The Prin.
cess and  the Terror wete . tting
ngninst o bank on the farther side of
the glnde, In the shade of o tall tree,
Thelr bure Jegs were very brown
ngainst the green turf; an arm of the
Tervor was roumd the walst of the
Princess, and an arm of the Princess
was round the ‘Perror's neck. Her
golden liniv fawed over hin shoulder,
and mingled with his falr curls. They
wore talking In low yvolees, animated
and absorbed: and even as the die-
coverors gazed at  them, the Terror
kizsod the I'rincess. .

Miss Lambegt stepped back; and Sir
Muputice lot the sereening branch fall.

“Tt—4t seems rather n pity to dis-
turb them,” she gald 1o A somewhat
troublod volee,

"It s a plaee for lovers' sald Sir
Maunrice: ond he looked thoughtfully
at Miss Lambort's pretty foce, i

Miss Lambert flushed faintly, and
enid, “But' T suppose we've got to"”

1 suppese we have,” sald Rlr Mag.

riee; and he conghed loudly. |
They steppod forward Into  the
glade. The Torror and the Princess

wired on thelr feet: the Privcess star
tled, the Terror serene

“Good afterioon, your Highness, [T
hove come (o take syou back to the
Grange,” sald Miss Lambert,

MU'm not golng,” sald the Princess,
with deci=lon,
“But I'm
Miss Lambert

N0, sold the Princess; and she sat
?..\vu on the bonk and crossed her
{iris 8

The Terror nodded to his uncle with
an amiable smile, and put his hands
in his pockets

“But—but If you don't come, we
shall bave to carry son,” seld Miss
Lambert, frowning in some perplexity.

“I don't see how you can.' snid the
Terror, I his mpat agrepable tone,
“You can't tonch a Princoss, you
know: It wonld bu 1dse-majests. She's
told me all about It -

The perplexity spread from the face
of Misa Lambert to the fnee of Sir
Maurice Faleoner; he smiled appre
clatively. But he sald; "Oh ocome:
this won't do, Terror, don't you know
Her Highoess will haee to comel”

“1 don't see how you're golng to get
ber. The only person who conld
force I8 the Prince bimsell: and
don't think he cauld be got up to the
Knoll. He's ton heavy, ﬁw seen him,

And if you did get him up, I don't
really think be'd ever find her In these ¥
ceaves," wild the Tervor In the dlspas-
stonnte fone of one discussing an ens
tUraely impersona]l matter,

“Aryhow I'm not golng' sald the
Princess with convinding drminess,

“Aud why should she go sald the
Terror In the gnme dspassionate tone. W
“She come to England to lmprove her
hosith: and she o improving it here,
You can seo how lmproved. It ls. She
euts nearly as much as Mrebun' {

“She hag certainly changed,” sald
Miss Lambert rather tartly, for truly
she hod not found the sawe week nod
mild Princess,

“The Twins have & transformiog of-
fect on the young," sald Sir Maurles L
In n roslgned tone. '

Sir Maurice and AMiss Lambert re.
turned to the Grange with thelr story.

After furles of lndignation 4pd many
vaporous threats, the Prince found
hmself compelled by the steepness of
the Knoll, nud the ¢aves with which
Noture had so thoughtiully honey-
ecombed it, to let Lils danght ¢ have her
way. But that was not till after Sir
Maurice and Miss Lambert had made
peveral  pleasant but futile }uum{t
14
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afrald you must,” sald

through the woods, bearing
terms, They found the purt of pe
bulpting eavoys agroeable indeed;

they were quite wllllnf
onged over
T'he only con-

tiations should be pro
rest of the sumwmer.
cession they oould wring from the in-
nccessible Prinosss, or, to be exaot,

from the Terror, was that she would
return to the Grange If the weather

Her last v the
mstm 4 ,tf'gm f.lﬂl lﬁ‘!’. :
“Please tell papa that Pm alw f
3“““‘;"“%“5‘
o ol Gl Bt



